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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
SUBMISSION FROM DUNCAN SHELL 
 
To those considering  banning smacking. 
 
Several points 
 
1. I guess some parents reflect that they did smack first born children but did so 
much less with subsequent children. Possible conclusion - All kids in the family 
smacked or not turned out OK therefore smacking was unnecessary.  I suggest 
instead that a culture of discipline once established in a family reduces the 
subsequent requirement for smacking within that family whereas a failure to 
establish a respectful disciplinary culture may be expected to increase indiscipline in 
subsequent children. 
 
2. Articulate parents may have more chance of success in reasoning with recalcitrant 
children however articulacy should not be a essential for success with children and if 
the more intuitive use of physical discipline for these individuals is prohibited it may 
significantly and arguably unfairly disadvantage a considerable section of society. 
Also precocious children may tolerate a less physical regime with more success than 
less precocious and more physical children.  Is it fair to disadvantage the more 
physical child. 
 
3. If loving consistent discipline in the home is made less intuitive and more difficult 
for some families it may be expected to increase friction and reduce mutual respect 
within the family unit increasing the risk of family breakdown and reducing 
contentment and mental wellbeing in family relationships with wider impact on 
society in general. 
 
4. Please do not confuse physical discipline administered with the intention to correct 
for the child’s ultimate benefit, with abusive beating. They are worlds apart. The child 
easily recognises that, and young children will often seek immediate physical 
parental reconciliation with the request for a cuddle in the situation of the use of 
physical discipline. A brutal beating would never illicit that response. If a child can 
intuitively recognise the difference so must the law. 
 
5. Well disciplined individuals, by whatever method discipline is administered, show 
and are shown more respect to the benefit of all. Please don't undermine that with 
well intentioned interference in intuitive family disciplinary methods. 
 
Your respectfully and with much concern 
 
 


